
WHOLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

TERM 1, WEEK 3 
 

Wow! What a week it has been. 
 
Our children have been so adaptable and have fitted right back into school life again at the end of this 
week. A big thank you to you our wonderful parents and caregivers who have supported your children 
through this short unexpected recent lockdown. It was great to see 85% of our children engaged with their 
class teachers and online learning this time around. We have unfortunately noted that 7% of our parents did 
not open any of the information sent from school, including the message about school closure. PLEASE, 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO CHECK ALL SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS - THIS IS IMPORTANT NOW 
MORE THAN EVER BEFORE. If you are experiencing any difficulties in receiving or opening up school 
messages please contact Fiona Southgate at f.southgate@ghs.school.nz. 
 
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
We are awaiting the announcement on Monday regarding possible alert level changes. As soon as we are 
able to, we will start back up our Breakfast Club, Whanau Friday’s, Ice block sales, bake sales and full 
calendar of school events again. Until such time, watch this space as we will post all update via HERO and 
our school website. 

 
 

STEPS 
Thank you to everyone that has paid $12 towards their child's STEPS WEB 
license. We really appreciate this as we would like to set up accounts for all of 
our Year 3 to 6 children. Please remember that this can be paid either on line 
through our school shop, via our HERO app or at the front office. We can only 
offer this online resource with your financial support. 
 
NEXT WEEK 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’ 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY  

(Please note more events and dates may be added, we will keep you informed)  
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DATE TIME EVENT 

Wednesday 24th February 6.30pm Board of Trustees Meeting 

Thursday 25th February School day Tuakana whanau Shakespear 
trip 

Friday 26th February School day Pirate themed mufti day 
Tiri family bake sale 

Friday 5th March SCHOOL CLOSED 

Thursday 4th March 7.00pm PTA Deckhands Meeting in 
the Staffroom (everyone 
welcome) 

Wednesday 10th March NE & Yr 1 -  4.45 - 5.45pm 
Y2 - 6.00 - 7.00pm 

Purapura (Yr 1 & 2) discos & 
parent workshops 

Thursday 11th March Yr 3 & 4 5.00 - 6.00 
Yr 5 & 6 - 6.15 - 7.15 

Teina & Tuakana (Yr 3 to 6) 
discos & parent workshops 

Friday 19th - Sunday 21st 
March 

TBA Tuakana Whanau (Yr 5 & 6) 
Leadership Outdoor Adventure 
at Camp Merc (details to follow) 

Thursday 1st April 7.00pm PTA Deckhands Meeting in the 
Staffroom (everyone welcome) 

Friday 2nd April - Tuesday 
6th April 

EASTER - SCHOOL CLOSED 

Friday 9th April TBC Teina Whanau (Yr 3 & 4) 
Sleepover Adventure 

Wednesday 14th April From 3.00pm Celebration of Learning 

Thursday 15th April SCHOOL CLOSES AT 3.00PM FOR HOLIDAYS 

Sunday 18th April GHCC Charity Classic for Gulf Harbour School 

Monday 3rd May SCHOOL REOPENS AT 8.30AM  
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COMING SOON 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whanau Team Notices 
Term 1 Week 3 
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PURAPURA WHANAU 
NEW ENTRANT/YEAR 1 (Gill Steel & Abi Copley) 
Well that wasn’t exactly the week we were expecting but we just wanted to say how proud we are                   
of all our Purapura Year 1 children! They were amazingly resilient during our short time in Alert                 
Level 3! We heard so many tales of kindness and respect happening at home too. Kai pai                 
tamariki!  
Now we are back at school again, please can we remind you of the following: 
 
Handwashing: please make sure you either provide a hand towel or paper towel for your               
children. If you choose to send hand sanitiser, please make sure the children can use this                
independently. Some of the bottles are very hard even for the teachers to squeeze!  
 
Family Photo: thank you to all those families who have sent one along. If you haven’t yet, we                  
would be very grateful if you could send this in asap.  
 
Healthy Snacks: In our whanau, we stop around 10am for a ‘brain break’. At this time, we have a                   
healthy snack of fruits or vegetables. Please can you ensure that something is in their lunch box                 
for this time. You might like to add a little more for later in the day, as our children are very active                      
and build up quite the appetite come lunch time.  
 
Start and End of day: Thank you so much to all those families who are helping to keep our                   
tamariki safe by saying goodbye outside the classroom and leaving the school grounds promptly.  
May we remind you, for health and safety reasons, children should not be on-site before 8.30am.                
Our end of day time is 2.55pm. Should you need to pick your child up early, please inform the                   
teacher as early as possible so they can ensure this busy time of day runs smoothly.  
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YEAR 2 (Melissa Stilwell Year Group Leader) 
Hand washing - we are washing or sanitising hands throughout the day. Please send along a                
hand towel or paper towels for drying hands or hand sanitiser for use at these times.  
 
Family Photos - Thank you to those who have sent in a family photo to be displayed in the                   
classroom. Our Inquiry this term is all about relating to others so please send one to school if you                   
haven’t already done so. 
 
TEINA WHANAU 
YEAR 3/4 (Rebecca Wong & Hayley Brass Year Group Leaders) 
We have certainly had a surprising week but the great news is that we all did a fantastic job and                    
are now back at school! The disruption of the level three lockdown has meant that the Year 3/4                  
teachers are going to delay the start of homework and readers going home by one week. This                 
gives us an opportunity to correctly set up expectations. You may now expect homework and               
school readers/journals to come home in Week 5. In the meantime, the children can continue               
using Steps, Epic, and Prototec as they did so successfully during lockdown.  
 
Hand washing - we are washing or sanitising hands throughout the day. Please send along a                
hand towel or paper towels for drying hands or hand sanitiser for use at these times.  
 
After school pick ups - Please adhere to the school policy and do not gather outside the Year                  
3/4 classes at pick up times during level 2. All Year 3-6 students are to be picked up from the                    
gates even if younger siblings are being collected from classes earlier.  
 
TUAKANA WHANAU 
YEAR 5 (Ruth Trevathan Year Group Leader) 
What an interesting week! Thank you for your support with home learning during lockdown. 

● Homework books should have come last night. Homework needs to be completed 4 nights 
and books returned on Wednesday next week. 

● Our trips to Shakespear Park are back on! Thursday 25th February and Thursday 4th 
March. 

● For our STEM activities we require some resources. Any donations of the following would 
be most welcome - newspapers, cellotape, milk bottle tops, skewers, ice block sticks, 
tinfoil, paper towel rolls. 

● Please ensure your child has headphones at school daily. 
 
YEAR 6 (Nathan Hanwell Year Group Leader) 
Wow! What an unexpected week we’ve had! The kids were so adaptable, and worked incredibly 
well, whether on google meet calls or working independently but, as ever, nothing quite beats 
them being in the classroom, so Thursday came as a relief! 
Just some reminders for this week: 

● Homework begins on Monday. It will be very similar to how home learning worked and the 
children will have their homework spreadsheet shared with them on Monday morning, with 
detailed explanations of what is expected 
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● New Shakespear Park Trip Dates - Thursday, 25th February and Thursday 4th March 
(any parents who are able to help and support on one or both of these dates please 
contact your child’s classroom teacher). 

● Sports shoes - with fitness training in full swing, it is imperative that your child has a pair of 
sports shoes (cushioned soles) as this will prevent injuries when running. 

● Whanau pictures - anybody yet to bring in their Whanau pictures, please do so, for each 
classroom’s whanau wall. 

 


