
WHOLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
TERM 3, WEEK 10

Wow!!

Here we are at the end of another term disrupted by Covid. Despite us not completing a full term at school
yet this year our children have continued to work hard and have managed to have some fun along the
way, including the Purapura cross country event and the whole school fun run.

THANK YOU!
We had such an awesome day yesterday having

fun; getting fit and in true GHS style, getting dirty.
Children and staff completed a tricky obstacle

course full of Mrs Taylor surprises. Lots of spot
prizes were won along with huge numbers of house

points. We cannot thank you all enough for
supporting this event, especially our major sponsor -

Ray Whites, Manly, as well as Trust Carpentry,
Wade Motors, Hibiscus Neuro Rehab, Cherry Cafe,
The Zhang family and Ataahua Cleaning Services
and of course our small group of parent helpers.

$20,000
(this money will be used to purchase audio visual
equipment for our new learning space, along with

black out blinds & signage)
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PUT AWAY THE DEVICES AND GET OUTSIDE THIS HOLIDAY!!
From observing our children yesterday during the fun run it was clear to
see that some of our children struggle with being outside in the elements,
giving things a go and getting dirty. Whilst we fully understand these
activities are not everybody's cup of tea, the benefits of being outside are
immense.

While playing outside, children benefit from being exposed to sunlight,
natural elements, and open air, which contributes to bone development,
stronger immune system and physical activity. Outdoor play enables
children to enjoy the natural environment and learn to seek out exercise,
fresh air, and activity.

There are two fundamental reasons why outdoor play is critical for
children of all ages:

First, many of the developmental tasks that children must achieve—exploring, risk-taking, fine and gross
motor development and the absorption of vast amounts of basic knowledge, can be most effectively learned
through outdoor play. Children of all ages need opportunities to explore, experiment, manipulate,
reconfigure, expand, influence, change, marvel, discover, practice, dam up, push their limits, yell, sing, and
create. The outdoor environment enables children to learn about their own physical and emotional
capabilities, and allows limits to be pushed ... How high can I swing? Do I dare go down the slide? How
high can I climb? Can I go down the slide headfirst? To learn about the physical world, the child must
experiment with the physical world. Can I slide on the sand? Can I roll on grass? What happens when I
throw a piece of wood into the pond? Is cement hard or soft to fall on?

Second, our culture is taking outdoor play away from young children through excessive TV and computer
use and busy and tired parents. Time for outdoor play is diminishing, contributing to more sedentary
lifestyles and negatively affecting well being. Children who learn to enjoy the outdoors have a much higher
likelihood of becoming adults who enjoy hiking, gardening, jogging, cycling, mountain climbing, or other
outdoor endeavours. This is critical as obesity becomes an ever-greater national concern and as we must
all learn to care for and protect the environment.

So this holiday get outside no matter what the weather to play and explore. At the end of the day If we’re
not getting outdoors, aren’t we just missing the most obvious resource that we all have for fun, exercise and
mental refreshment? We are lucky enough to live in an amazing country full of beaches, volcanoes, bush
walks, wetlands, farms,regional parks , flying foxes and playgrounds, most within a few minutes walk from
our houses.

Click on this link to read more about the benefits of playing outside: NZ Herald

ONLINE PARENTING WORKSHOP
We have been notified of a free online parenting workshop:
Parenting for Resilience, Confidence & Independence Free Online Summit
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https://www.nzherald.co.nz/lifestyle/news/article.cfm?c_id=6&objectid=12063808
https://www.facebook.com/events/1201223246927172


SCHOOL PHOTOS

TERM 4 UNIFORM - LABEL EVERYTHING!!!
Reminder - during Term 4 all children must wear a bucket hat to school.
These must either be purchased from the school office, school online
shop or can be plain navy blue, available from the Warehouse and
Postie.

Plain black sandals can also be worn,
however we do not want children coming to
school wearing slides or jandals.

Please also remember to get your child to put
some sunblock on before coming to school
each day.

It is vital that you label all of your child's uniform with their name. We emptied
the lost property box this week and returned all named items to their owners.
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IMPORTANT UP & COMING DATES (October)

DATE EVENT TIME

Wednesday 14th
October

Board of Trustees Meeting 6.30pm in the Staffroom

Thursday 15th
October

NZ Shake Down (earthquake
drill)

During the school day

Friday 16th
October

NZ Anti-Bullying Pink Shirt
Day

During the school day

Monday 26th
October

SCHOOL CLOSED - Labour Day

Friday 30th
October

Motuora Bake Sale During the school day

Wednesday 16th
December

School closes at 12.30pm
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

ENTERTAINMENT FOR THE UP AND COMING HOLIDAYS AND YOU WILL
BE SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS
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Whanau Team Notices
Term 3 Week 10

PURAPURA WHANAU
NEW ENTRANT/YEAR 1 (Gill Steel)
We want to wish everyone a well deserved holiday. Have lots of fun and can we remind the children to
keep up with their reading .... the epic account is still available and the library is a fun place to visit.

Well done to everyone for participating in the fun run yesterday. It was great to see children joining in and
working together to gain points for their team. There was lots of evidence of all our school values . The
exciting part was  the spot prizes at the end.

YEAR 2 (Melissa Stilwell Year Group Leader)
We would like to say a big thank you to all our parents and caregivers. Thank you for all the support you
have been giving your children with their learning. They have all come a long way since the beginning of
the year. Have a great holiday and we look forward to seeing you back in Term 4.

Nursery Rhyme Recital
Congratulations to all the students in Rooms 11, 12, 13 and 14 for having the courage to stand up in-front
of their class and recite their chosen nursery rhyme.

TEINA WHANAU
YEAR 3 (Mel Creagh Year Group Leader)
We have had a great last week of term. We heard many excellent oral language presentations, completed
our beautiful calendar art, and saw many happy, smiling faces completing the fun run. It was great to see
so many children participating and having a go even though this was a little outside of comfort zones for
some.

The Year 3 team would like to wish everyone a happy and safe break! We really appreciate all you do to
support your child’s learning.

YEAR 4 (Rebecca Wong Year Group Leader)
The Year 4 Team has had a busy week! Well done to all of the children who presented their ‘Value
Recipe’ in front of their class. The teachers have been impressed with the quality of writing and
presenting. Calendar art has been completed by all classes and they look amazing! The finished products
are going to be great. A big congratulations for all of the children who participated in the School Fun Run.
What a fun event it was and the resilience of the children was impressive! Wishing everyone a restful,
well deserved holiday.

TUAKANA WHANAU
YEAR 5 (Ruth Trevathan Year Group Leader)
We are so proud of our Year 5s this term. They have handled the disruption of another lockdown and
have come back with increased focus on their learning.

A quick reminder to continue learning basic facts and keep up reading over the holidays. Having times

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’



tables memorised will set your child up for success in Year 6. Also, please check your child has the
stationery they require for Term 4.

Wishing you all a relaxing break.

YEAR 6 (Nathan Hanwell Year Group Leader)
Wow! What an incredible last week of term it has been! We had our sensational speech finals for
Tuakana on Wednesday, which highlighted the hard work and determination required to not only prepare
a quality speech, but also deliver it to an eager audience - well done to Sasha Anson who finished third
overall in that competition.
The Calendar Art has now been completed by all three year six classes and the artwork, from Room 16’s
incredible cacti, to room 17’s amazing ‘passion’ hand art, through to room 18’s wonderful landscape, the
quality has been outstanding this year.
Yesterday, we had our Fun/Mud run and I was so proud of how our children approached the event. There
were some natural nerves but all kids took part and they all absolutely loved it and some even got
themselves properly muddy - good on them!
Thank you to all parents and carers for your continued support of everything we are doing in year six. We
wish you all a sunny (hopefully!), warm and restful few weeks and look forward to a very packed, but
stunning final term of year six!
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GULF HARBOUR SCHOOL 2020 SPONSORS

Our local Four Square store continues to support all Gulf Harbour School fundraising events in 2020.

THANK YOU!

For donating $150 voucher for our GHS working bee
day

For kindly donating three water fountains

Wicked Wash - free water blasting for the school
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https://www.foursquare.co.nz/upper-north-island/auckland/gulf-harbour/


Thank you so much to the following local businesses for supporting the school with our fun mud run
this term:
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