
 

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
TERM 2, WEEK 6 

 
Kia ora, 
 
Welcome back to our new school term.  
 
I cannot tell you how awesome it has been to welcome our children back to 
school. There have been so many happy smiling faces and a few nerves and 
tears, but that’s just a normal and healthy emotion to have when you have 
been away for some time. 
 
Thank you all for supporting the school with the Covid-19 level 2 measures we have put into place. We 
have been amazed with how smoothly this has gone and how our children have adapted so easily.  
 
As a family you have no doubt had the discussion about what positives you can take from the lockdown 
experience. I know in the Crosbie household we have agreed that we all enjoyed sitting down together 
everyday to eat our meals. So now breakfasts (albeit very quick), and evening meals are now always eaten 
at the table together. We also enjoyed walking as a family, so now we are making the effort every evening 
to all go out and walk the dog. As a school we are also having these discussions about the processes we 
have put in place during Covid-19 and looking at some of the positive knock on effects. We believe that 
some of our traditional processes that were in place prior to the lockdown were actually benefiting adults 
more than our children. Listed below are just some of our observations: 
 

● Whenever we start up a new entrant class there are usually lots of tears on the first few days as we 
settle children into school life. This week our new bunch of 5 year olds sailed into class independently, 
leaving mum or dad at the green line and have settled far better than any other cohort before. Some 
of our youngest children are even now happily being dropped off at the gate.  

● We are also seeing some of our older children from Year 3 to Year 6 that have been used to mum or 
dad carrying their bag into school and staying with them until the 9.00am bell goes, now being 
responsible for themselves and interacting with their peers before the start of day. This is just fantastic 
to see. 

● Our teachers have also noticed that between 8.30am and 9.00am they are now able to interact with 
the children and give them their full attention instead of spending the time interacting with adults 
coming into the classroom. We have also observed the children playing together more during this time 
because there are no adults to cling onto. 

● The whole start of the day has been much calmer with less adults on site and the senior leadership 
team has really enjoyed welcoming all of the children into school each day and wishing them farewell. 

● Our two car parks are much safer for our children and far less congested with less adults coming onto 
site. No cars have been parked on grass verges or blocking pathways. 

 
We love having an open door policy and obviously once we can lift these alert level 2 measures we will 
again welcome parents onto site. However, it is important that we take this rare opportunity to stop and 
reflect on our processes and practices and truly focus on what is best for our children. 

 

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’ 



 

IMPORTANT UP & COMING DATES 
 

DATE TIME EVENT 

Friday 29th May TEACHER ONLY DAY CANCELLED - SCHOOL WILL BE OPEN AS USUAL 

Monday 1st June QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

Friday 3rd July LAST DAY OF TERM - SCHOOL CLOSES AT 3.00PM 
RE-OPENS MONDAY 20TH JULY AT 8.30AM 

*Please note. More events may come up as Covid-19 restrictions relax. 
 
 
HANDWASHING 
Thank you to everyone who has brought in towels or paper towels. We are washing our 
hands often and our paper towel supply is quickly going down. If you are sending in 
hand towels, please send a fresh one each day. If you can donate paper towels this 
would be appreciated. We have had fun singing songs and counting down from 20 
while we wash. 
 
 
WINTER UNIFORM 
We are certainly moving into cooler times and it is important that our children are warm. Only the school fleece 
is permitted to be worn unless you are between ordering, especially at this time with delays in delivery. We ask 
that if for an interim period your child does not have the GHS fleece that they wear a jumper or cardigan that is 
navy blue or black. We also have available fleece lined school jackets. Children can wear plain navy blue or 
black long sleeved thermals under their uniform during these colder months. If wooly hats are worn, they must 
be either the official GHS beeny or a plain navy or black one. Please, please, please label all uniform items 
clearly. If you have used vivid, check that your childs name is still legible. Once Covid-19 restrictions have 
been lifted we will open up our lost property 
box again.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Available from the school office                                   Available on line from the school shop 
 
 
NEW ENROLMENTS 
If you have a child turning five years old this year, PLEASE register them as soon as possible by visiting our 
front office or contacting Gill Steel on g.steel@ghs.school.nz. 
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HERO - One app to keep parents up to date! - EVERYONE MUST SIGN IN 
If you have not signed in please click https://hero.linc-ed.com/parents/ for Hero login instructions. If you                             
need any additional help, feel welcome to email f.southgate@ghs.school.nz. 
 
As of May 13th 2020 Linc Ed (our online management system) has changed             
over to HERO. Hero is designed to reduce the number of places that parents              
need to check for information about school. Parents and caregivers can log in to              
their Hero account and see all their learning stories; assessments; progress           
data; school notices; pay their school account online ... all through one app.             
However, like with any new system we are experiencing a few glitches and             
apologise if extra members of your family are receiving absence texts. We are             
working hard to rectify this matter. 

  
  Sports Update Term 2 2020 

 
We thought it best to give you all an update on the status of school sport at the moment.  We certainly don’t 
have many answers yet but as we are now at level 2 procedures and planning are in place to ensure that 
sport can be up and running for our students as soon as possible.  At Gulf Harbour School we really value 
sport and the impact it has on our children’s growth and development both on and off the field, therefore we 
will be looking at ways to accommodate new ways of doing things.  
 
If you have paid sports fees already this year through our enrolmy website please email Natasha Bryhn 
accounts@ghs.school.nz with your bank account number so that a refund can be organised for you.  
 
On Monday 1st June we will await further detail as to our alert levels and whether or not we can commence 
sports training.  
 
Inter School Competitions: 
All inter school competitions for Term 2 have been cancelled. 
 
Basketball: 
The Stanmore Bay Leisure Centre are yet to advise us whether or not Basketball will resume this term. The 
Centre re-opened this Thursday 21 May so we will be able to hopefully have more of an idea soon.  If your 
child is interested in playing this sport please register this interest on Enrolmy through our sports registration 
tab on our school website as soon as possible so that when the time comes we can sort teams very quickly. 
If your child is already registered you do not need to re-register them. Payment will need to be made once 
you have received confirmation that they are in a team and we have start and finish dates of the season and 
costing for this.  
 
Junior Water Polo - (Flippa Ball) 
The HBC water polo Sunday League has been cancelled until term 3. There will be no training or school 
competitions for the remainder of this term. 
 
Netball HBC - Years 3-6 
We are still awaiting further direction from the HBC coast netball association. At this stage it is unlikely that 
netball will commence this term on Wednesdays and Thursdays. However please register your child’s 
interest in playing this sport through our sports registration link so that we can organise teams for term 3. We 
will not be invoicing any enrolments until we are sure that we get the go ahead to train our teams and enter 
the local competition.  
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Football - HBC  Years 1-6 
The HBC football club will start running lunchtime sessions here at school for students wishing to play football 
and learn some skills. This will commence before the end of this term. We are still awaiting direction from the 
club and local cluster as to whether or not the inter school football will resume. Please register your child’s 
interest in this through our sports registration page if you would like your child to take part in this. You will not 
be invoiced until we know we can proceed.  
 
Hockey - Years 5-6 
The latest communication we have received from North Harbour/Hibiscus Coast Hockey is that some type of 
tournament will happen for our children, it is just a matter of when and where. Fortunately we were able to 
start our hockey training early so have well prepared children to start when able. Once we are able to 
proceed with this we will. Once again please make sure your child is registered if they are interested in this 
sport.  
Rippa Rugby - Years 3-6 
We are still awaiting information from the North Harbour Rugby association for this code. We have no 
information at present to share.  
 
Cross Country Year 1-6 
At this stage our annual school cross country will be held in term 3 all going well. All children will start training 
for this towards the end of this term. You will receive notification from your child’s team leader in regards to 
information around this.  
 
AFL Clinics: 
We are hoping to get these clinics up and running in term 4 but this will depend upon the funding that gets 
put into this sport. More details will follow once we have more information.  
 
Snowboarding/Skiing: 
At this stage we are hoping to join with Snow Planet again in term 3 to offer classes for our students after 
school. More information to follow.  
 
Outdoor Adventures: 
All outdoor adventures have been put on hold until further notice. We will need to be at Alert Level 1 in order 
for us as a school to proceed. We will keep you updated and informed as we are able.  
 
School PE Lessons: 
School PE lessons will continue to be part of our Gulf Harbour School programme and we will continue to be 
involved in our staff development contract for this. As a school we want to ensure that sporting experiences 
are regularly created for all so we intend to move to regular sports house competitions school wide in the 
afternoons towards the end of this term and beyond.  
 
Once again we would like to thank you for your support and patience.  We are really looking forward to 
getting Gulf Harbour School sport up and running and are truly grateful to all our parents that have indicated 
they are able to assist with coaching and managing. We will be in touch as new information comes to hand. 
In the meantime please register your child’s interest in the sporting code they wish to pursue so that we are 
ready to get things moving as soon as we are given the green light.  
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   Whanau Team Notices 

Term 2 Week 6 
 

 
 

 
 

PURAPURA WHANAU 
NEW ENTRANT/YEAR 1 (Gill Steel Year Group Leader)  
We are so very proud of the way our children have settled back into school. They have shown resilience                   
and jumped across the yellow line saying goodbye to Mums and Dads with a smile. The teachers are                  
loving having them back at school. They are showing lots of independence and responsibility across all                
aspects of school life.  
Can we please ask that all their clothing is named and that they bring a hand towel and a jumper to                     
school every day.  
 
YEAR 2 (Melissa Stilwell Year Group Leader) 
The Year 2 teachers are very proud of how settled, calm and ready to learn our students have been this 
week. They have shown how independent they are in the mornings by coming in on their own with big 
smiles and being ready for the day. We look forward to the same again next week! 
 
Just a reminder that at the moment we are asking that no toys or books are brought to school from 
home. 
 
TEINA WHANAU 
YEAR 3 (Mel Creagh Year Group Leader)  
What a great first week back we have had!  
It is wonderful to be back in class and guiding the learning with your children. They have come back to 
school happy to be together again, and showing great responsibility for the new normal, under level 2 
rules. This week we have celebrated the learning that happened in our distance plan and have been 
revisiting some of the concepts covered as well as looking at each other's work on Class Dojo. We have 
done some reflections of our lockdown experience and have been enjoying some games in the 
sunshine. Keep an eye out for our special project that we will be working on at the back entrance to 
school. 
 
YEAR 4 (Rebecca Wong Year Group Leader) 
The Year 4 teachers are all proud of how well the children have settled back into school. This week we                    
have been focusing on gratitude and it has been lovely hearing all about the things that bring each                  
person joy and comfort. We have also been revisiting some science concepts that we explored through                
our distance learning programme.  
 
TUAKANA WHANAU  
YEAR 5 (Ruth Trevathan Year Group Leader) 
Welcome back! It’s been so great to see everyone back and so settled into their learning. 
 
A couple notices: 

- Please ensure your child has headphones at school to use in class. 
- Homework will resume on Friday next week 
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- Please ensure your child has correct school uniform, including a jumper 
- PE kit is not required at the moment 

 
YEAR 6 (Nathan Hanwell Year Group Leader) 
We have been extremely impressed with how the children have come back into school this week after 
their enforced lockdown. They have shown incredible independence, and have truly loved being back, 
able to socialise with their friends and being back in the classroom/school environment. 
It has been lovely to see how we can use those new-found levels of independence in their learning, and 
how we can reflect on the positives of lockdown and how those positives can be further developed within 
the class. 
 
Just a quick reminder: 
Devices need to be in school daily, fully charged. 
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GULF HARBOUR SCHOOL 2020 SPONSORS 

 
 

Our local Four Square store continues to support all Gulf Harbour School fundraising events in 2020. 
 

THANK YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      For kindly donating three water fountains 

 
 
  

For donating $150 voucher for our GHS working bee day 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Wicked Wash - free water blasting for the school 
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