
WHOLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
TERM 1, WEEK 7

This has been a week when a lot of us have been on the
edge of our seats watching the America’s Cup racing in
action.

The whole cup has been an awesome teaching resource for
us to use with the children in terms of what effective
teamwork looks like and an example of resilience at its very
best.

Many teachers have talked about the fact that the winning
team was not just the 11 crew members onboard but also all
of the people behind the scenes that made the win happen -
the designers and boat builders, the physiotherapists, the
meteorologist, chefs...the list goes on, but most importantly,
the support from all of the families that make up this
incredible team.

At Gulf Harbour School we also rely heavily on the support of you, our families. Without this we cannot ever
be a winning team. With this in mind I thought this would be a good time to reshare with you our school
purpose statement, ‘Teaching and nurturing our community together.’ The key word in this statement is
‘TOGETHER.’ This may mean fully supporting and using our school values at home, attending parent
meetings and workshops, donating time to coach and manage sports teams or sharing your skills and
passions in some way along with paying donations. This can also mean being the school's biggest
cheerleader. All said and done, we cannot be that winning team without you.

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’



WHOLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
CAN YOU HELP US?
If you think you have a particular interest, skill or just time to offer
the school, please click on the link below and complete our very
short form. Thank you in advance.

HELPING OUT AT GHS

BREAKFAST CLUB VOLUNTEERS
At alert level 1 it is great that we can reopen our very popular
breakfast club. We have a wonderful group of parent helpers but
we are in need of help on Wednesday mornings. If you think you
can offer some time between 8.25 and 9.00am, please drop Jacki
Harrison a line - j.harrison@ghs.school.nz.

GULF HARBOUR SCHOOL WORKING BEE

WHEN? Saturday 10th April 10.00 to 2.00pm
WHERE? Meet at the school front office
WHAT? Emptying a sandpit and weeding the
gardens
BRING? Gardening Gloves

Gardening tools
Shovels
Wheelbarrows
(if you can)
……….. And a smile!!!

Light snacks and drinks will be provided.
If you are able to help, please RSVP to Fiona at
f.southgate@ghs.school.nz.

(If you are unable to make it perhaps you could provide some baking for the workers)

DO YOU HAVE A MINI DIGGER OR CHERRY PICKER
OR A CLASS 2 DRIVERS LICENCE?
We are looking for anyone that would be able to provide us
with a mini digger to assist emptying out the sandpit. We
are also wondering if there is anyone out there that could
get their hands on a cherry picker as we need to clear high
gutters before winter or has a class 2 drivers licence.
If you are able to assist us with any of these, please drop a
line to Fiona at f.southgate@ghs.school.nz

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR SUPPORT - EVERY LITTLE HELPS!!

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdsqSkmKqima1t2rMSJMPKR_FNVPCupmK-zj1fklG2-3V-yzw/viewform
mailto:j.harrison@ghs.school.nz
mailto:f.southgate@ghs.school.nz
mailto:f.southgate@ghs.school.nz
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TUAKANA WHANAU EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

Our year 5 and 6 children have now completed two
EOTC days at Shakespear Park. They have been
learning lots about themselves and the local area,
along with some water safety.

What a beautiful place we live in!

GHS NEW FAMILIES PICNIC

It was lovely to meet some of our new families last night at our picnic event. The skies cleared and the
weather dried up for a most enjoyable
evening.

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’
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PTA DECKHANDS MEETING - ALL WELCOME

FRIDAY AFTER SCHOOL TREATS

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’
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DATES FOR THE DIARY

(Please note more events and dates may be added, we will keep you informed)

DATE TIME EVENT

Friday 19th - Sunday 21st
March

Friday 5.00pm to Sunday
2.00pm

Tuakana Whanau (Yr 5 & 6)
Leadership Outdoor Adventure
at Camp Merc

Saturday 27th March TBC The Vine FREE community
Easter event

Thursday 1st April 7.00pm PTA Deckhands Meeting in the
Staffroom (everyone welcome)

Friday 2nd April - Tuesday
6th April

EASTER - SCHOOL CLOSED

Friday 9th April TBC Teina Whanau (Yr 3 & 4)
Sleepover Adventure

Saturday 10th April 10..00am - 2.00pm School Working Bee

Wednesday 14th April 4.45 - 5.45pm Y1
6.00 - 7.00pm Y2

Purapura (Yr1 & 2) Disco and
Parent Workshops

Thursday 15th April 5.00 - 6.00pm Y3/4
6.15 - 7.15pm Y5/6

Teina Whanau (Yr 3 & 4) &
Tuakana Whanau (Yr 5 & 6)
Discos

Thursday 15th April SCHOOL CLOSES AT 3.00PM FOR HOLIDAYS

Sunday 18th April Gulf Harbour Country Club Golf Charity Classic for Gulf Harbour
School POSTPONED UNTIL SUNDAY 14TH NOVEMBER

Monday 3rd May SCHOOL REOPENS AT 8.30AM

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’
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Whanau Team Notices
Term 1 Week 7

PURAPURA WHANAU
NEW ENTRANT/YEAR 1 (Gill Steel & Abi Copley)
It has been lovely to welcome ten new pupils and their parents to the Purapura family in the past
couple of weeks. It is such a big thing turning 5 and starting ‘big school’ as so many of them call it.

We are noticing that a lot of our little ones are tiring as we near the end of the term. Can we
remind parents that it is really important that children get plenty of sleep in order to handle the
demands of a busy school day.

Handwashing: please make sure you either provide a hand towel or paper towel for your
children.
Life Education: The Life Education Van will be visiting our school next term. The cost for this is
$6 and you are able to pay this through the school shop.

YEAR 2 (Melissa Stilwell Year Group Leader)
Part of the stationery list included a Reading Log. We will be using this as our form of homework
for the year. We are asking that you please sign the reading log every night after your child has
read to you. We understand that many of you are busy and do not have time to do home learning
but please make Reading a priority.

We are excited to welcome the life education trust caravan and Harold to Gulf Harbour School for
our Purapura students from May 26th to May 31st at a cost of $6 per child. The Life Education
caravan runs programmes based on lessons that could cover content across five major strands:
food and nutrition, human biology, relationships & communities, identity & resilience and
substances. The Life Education Trust works on a shared planning approach with schools to create
individualised programmes that work for the age level and needs of the students they visit. Our
topics may include  "What are feelings'', 'What is the importance of kindness' and 'What do we
need to know about the food we eat'. Topics based on online interactions and substances will not
be used with our Purapura students. The exact content will be shared with you nearer the visit in
May. In the meantime we are collecting donations from you of $6 towards the cost of the visit.
Unfortunately, if the school does not have enough parent support with the cost of this event then
we will have to cancel the programme.

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’
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Communication is really important and we ask that if you have any concerns please speak
to your child’s classroom teacher. If you need to have an in-depth discussion, please make an
appointment to speak with them at a time that will suit you both. Due to after school meeting times
teachers are unable to meet on Mondays or Tuesdays after school.

TEINA WHANAU
YEAR 3/4 (Rebecca Wong & Hayley Brass Year Group Leaders)
Teina Whanau has had a great week full of learning. We were lucky to have Tony Cheetham visit
us to talk about his role and a police officer in our community. This links to our inquiry topic about
communities and is going to be used as inspiration for recount writing in the week ahead.

Teina beach trip - Your child will have brought home information regarding our beach trip. If you
are able to help by coming along on the day, please fill out the form and return it to your child’s
classroom teacher ASAP.

Handwashing - Please send along either a small towel for drying hands or provide your child with
hand sanitiser so that we are able to continue with safe hygiene at school.

TUAKANA WHANAU
YEAR 5 (Ruth Trevathan Year Group Leader)
This week we have continued investigating the Hauraki Gulf. We have had Whaea Anna in to
share some history of our area and Gulf Harbour ex pupil Brendan McLeod in to talk about
sustainable coastlines. We also had another beautiful day out at Shakespear Park, creating
connections with each other and the area in which we live. We will use these experiences to
support our learning when back in the classroom.

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’
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Uniform
Children should be arriving at school in the correct school uniform including black school shoes.
Each day they should have their PE kit in their bag. We will start checking on this next week.
Please send a note with your child if, temporarily, they can not wear the correct uniform.

YEAR 6 (Nathan Hanwell Year Group Leader)
Another week sweeps past, and what fantastic learning experiences our year sixes have had! We
were very fortunate to have Whaia Ana in on Monday to talk about the Maori history of
Shakespear regional park, which was a truly enlightening experience, then Wednesday we were
visited by Love Your Coast’s Brendan McLeod, who discussed the important impact the children
could have on their local coastlines. Added to that, we brought everything to life with our second
Shakespear visit yesterday, and mix all that in with our recount writing, statistics in Maths and new
reading programmes and it has been a  busy one indeed!
Reminders:

● Homework: Kids are really on to this, but just a reminder that all homework, plus the
spreadsheet the children update, needs to be completed by Monday morning each
week at the latest.

● Uniform: Children must attend school in their normal school uniform, not come into
school in their PE kits. This is mainly for hygiene purposes

● Learning Stories - please keep up to date with your child’s learning through their
learning stories, which go out on a regular basis on Hero

GULF HARBOUR SCHOOL SPONSORS 2021

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’
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If you would like to be a sponsor of Gulf harbour School please contact Fiona Southgate at
f.southgate@ghs.school.nz

‘Be the difference to ourselves, others and the world’


