
 

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
TERM 2, WEEK 12 

Hi, 
 
Well it’s the end of another term at Gulf Harbour School, and what a term it has been. We have made it 
through a national lockdown together and learned new ways of teaching and learning online. 
 
With two whole weeks off school ahead of us and the prospect of some cold, wet weather many of our 
children will be spending time online. With this in mind and the realisation that in school we are now 
spending a lot of time dealing with online issues that often occur whilst at home, I would like to take the time 
to raise the importance of ‘CYBER SAFETY.’  
 
As parents, we generally do everything we can to keep our children safe and well, from getting them to ‘slip, 
slop, slap’ before going out in the sun, to being careful when crossing a road and always wearing a helmet 
when cycling. But what are you doing to protect them from bullies, predators and inappropriate content 
online?  

1. Talk openly with your child about their online activity 
Talk with your child about what they are reading, watching 
and who they are communicating with online – and keep 
the conversation going as they grow older. Ask your child 
what sites they visit or apps they use, write a list, and look 
at them together. Talk to your child about what you think is 
appropriate, and remind them that this may be different for 
other parents and their children.  
 
It’s vital to teach them about their online reputation, too, 
and how they must be careful about how they behave, 
interact with people and represent themselves in such a 
public forum. They must always remember that the internet isn’t private. 

 
2. Keep screens and devices where you can see them 

Always monitor your child’s time online. Keep the 
computer/device in a central spot in the home where it’s easy to 
keep an eye on what your child is doing and viewing online. For 
mobile devices, you can set them to forget Wi-Fi passcodes so 
your children can not go online without you knowing. You can also 
try to make an agreement that there are no tablets, laptops or 
gaming in bedrooms. We also strongly recommend you consider 
checking browser histories after your child has been online to see what sites 
they are visiting.  
 

3. Know your parental controls 
Innocent searches online can lead to not-so-innocent results, so it’s wise to 
know how to use the parental controls/search restrictions offered by web 
browsers, internet service providers and devices. 
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4. Keep track of online time 

It is recommend children between the age of five and 17 should have no more 
than two hours of screen time a day. So, it’s important to monitor your child’s 
online time, particularly younger children, to ensure they do not develop bad 
habits. Get your children to agree on a period of time, say 30 minutes per 
session, and set a timer to go off – don’t forget to make this a non-negotiable 
finish time. You can also try making some days ‘screen-free’ in your home to 
encourage everyone to pursue other more active and/or less 
technology-driven ways to entertain themselves. 

 
5. Lead by example 

Lead by example and always model the kind of positive online behaviour you would like your children to 
use. If they see you being cautious and respectable when you are online, they are more likely to follow in 
your footsteps. And, yes, this includes limiting your own screen time. 
 
Ultimately, you don’t want to instil fear in your child or prevent them from experiencing the many 
educational, entertainment, social and other benefits of the internet, but rather give them the skills and 
knowledge they need to know how to make the most of it and avoid the dangers. Being the adult is 
very important. 

For more information on helping your child stay safe online: 

https://www.netsafe.org.nz/online-safety-for-parents/ 

 

We wish you all an awesome holiday and look forward to seeing 
everyone back at school safe and sound on Tuesday 21st July 

2020. 

 
 
IMPORTANT REMINDER 
 

PARENT TEACHER MEETINGS 
We are looking forward to meeting with parents and caregivers soon to discuss your child's progress 
and well being. These meetings will take place on Monday 20th July and Tuesday 28th July. All 
parent teacher Interview details are available by clicking on the link below. 
Link to Interview site:  https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 
Code for access:  pgwgq 
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IMPORTANT UP & COMING DATES 

 

TERM 3 

DATE TIME & EVENT 

WEEK 1 

Monday 20th July SCHOOL CLOSED for parent teacher meetings 9.00 - 4.00pm 

Tuesday 21st July SCHOOL RE-OPENS AT 8.30AM 

WEEK 2 

Tuesday 28th July Parent Teacher Meetings 3.30 - 7.00pm 

WEEK 3 

Friday 7th August Tiri bake sale 

WEEK 5 

Thursday 20th August Teina (Y3 & 4) / Tuakana (Y5 & 6) cross country & fun run event 

Friday 21st August SCHOOL CLOSED TEACHER ONLY DAY 

WEEK 6 

Friday 28th August Daffodil day - come to school in yellow (charity gold coin 
donation) 

WEEK 7 

Friday 4th September Purapura (Y1 & 2) Cross country event at school 

WEEK 8 

Thursday 10th September GHS Football tournament 

WEEK 9 

Thursday 17th September Kawau bake sale  

Teina/Tuakana Rippa Tournament 

WEEK 10 

Thursday 24th September Whole school celebration of learning festival (4.30 - 7.00pm) 

Friday 25th September SCHOOL CLOSES 3.00pm 
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Whanau Team Notices 
Term 2 Week 12 

 
 
 
 
 

 

PURAPURA WHANAU 
NEW ENTRANT/YEAR 1 (Gill Steel Year Group Leader)  
We are proud of our teachers and pupils for their resilience in what has been quite a different                  
term. Thank you to all the parents who have supported their little ones to be independent at drop                  
off in the morning and encouraging them to walk into school by themselves. It certainly has been a                  
big term. We trust you all get a well deserved break with your families.  
 
Holiday Learning  
If you get the opportunity….. 
Remember to visit the local library and continue to read to your children as often as you can. Epic                   
is also still currently available online. Keep reading those ring words. Explore your local              
environment and take lots of walks and do activities that increase fitness levels as we have our                 
cross country next term. Above all enjoy your families and have lots of fun, making memories                
together.  
 
YEAR 2 (Melissa Stilwell Year Group Leader) 
A massive congratulations for making it to the end of term. We hope you all have a well deserved 
break with your children.  
 
Keep up their learning in the holidays: 

● encourage them to read throughout the holidays - they might like to read in the mornings 
before they get up, at night before they go to bed, or help you by reading to their younger 
siblings. They still have access to epic books. 

● keeping a holiday journal can be fun - plans, drawings, photos, and stories of things they 
do all help their literacy skills over the holidays, and kids love to read and reread them in 
the future 

● helping out with cooking and baking makes use of their maths skills and shows them how 
maths is all around them 

● check out our local library 
● think about the projects your child has been doing at school (food science). You may find 

some activities, events or exhibitions in your area that will help your child to get a better 
understanding of what they’ve been learning at school.  

● organise play dates with friends – they’ll love the extra out-of-term time together. 
● Keep up their daily exercise in preparation for cross country next term. 

 
 
TEINA WHANAU 
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YEAR 3 (Mel Creagh Year Group Leader) YEAR 4 (Rebecca Wong Year Group Leader) 
Well done Year 3/4 children, teachers and parents! We have made it through a very interesting                
and different term. We have been so impressed with the resilience shown by the children and how                 
they started the term by quickly adapting to online learning then came back to school and straight                 
back into their classroom routines. Great work all round. 
 
Holiday learning: Encourage your child to keep up with reading over the holidays by visiting our                
local library, reading a novel together, and reading to siblings. Don’t forget to keep up with Steps -                  
just 20 minutes a day can make a big difference. Have fun with maths over the break by trying                   
some home baking. You might even be able to bake something with chocolate seeing as the Year                 
4s all know so much about it now.  
 
Have a fantastic and fun holiday!  
 
TUAKANA WHANAU  
YEAR 5 (Ruth Trevathan Year Group Leader) 
What an awesome way to finish the term with our walk this afternoon. It was lovely to see all the 
children out enjoying the amazing resource that is on our doorstep. 
 
Over the holidays encourage your children to continue to connect with each other, connect with 
nature, maintain some physical activity and read for enjoyment.  
 
Next Term: 
Positive Puberty Parent Information Evening - Thursday 23 July 6pm at GHS 
 
We look forward to seeing you all back for an actionpacked Term 3! 
 
YEAR 6 (Nathan Hanwell Year Group Leader) 
What an incredible end to the term - some superb play, as well as showing the school values,                  
during our Handball tournament yesterday. Also, a wonderful end-of-term celebration across year            
six on Wednesday - sharing some delicious food (thank you parents!) as well as team challenges,                
such as tower building and card game challenges! 
 
Holiday Homework 
Next term is a very busy one for our year sixes. We have rugby and football tournaments,                 
preparation for the Alice in Wonderland Production (which does take place in term 4), Kapa Haka                
and choir restarting, and also our Speech Competition.  
In preparation for the speech competition, children need to research the inventor of what they               
think is the most important 20th century invention. When back at school, they will use these facts                 
to help them prepare their speech. 
 
Whangaparaoa College Transition 
As a result of our first visit from the College last week, please find below details of up-coming                  
dates and events, regarding enrollment. 
 
College Visit (bus provided): 
Tuesday, 21st July. 10.15am pickup. Return at 12.45pm 
 
Information Evening: 
Thursday, 30th July at 7-8pm 
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Tours for Parents and Public: 
Wednesday, 5th August at 9.15am 
Thursday, 29th August at 11.30am 
 
Enrolment Nights: 
Thursday, 6th August, Wednesday 12th August, Tuesday 8th September, Wednesday 21st           
October, Tuesday 10th November 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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GULF HARBOUR SCHOOL 2020 SPONSORS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our local Four Square store continues to support all Gulf Harbour School fundraising events in 2020. 
 

THANK YOU! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      For kindly donating three water fountains 

 
 
  

For donating $150 voucher for our GHS working bee day 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Wicked Wash - free water blasting for the school 
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